
Introduction:
As an Aboveground Storage Tank Inspector, I have encountered various challenges and
exciting opportunities in my career. From ensuring the safety of storage tanks to conducting
inspections according to industry standards, my role is essential in preventing potential
environmental hazards and ensuring compliance with regulations. In this article, I will delve into the
intricacies of the job and shed light on the importance of being a certified Aboveground Storage
Tank Inspector.

1. What is the role of an Aboveground Storage Tank
Inspector?
As an Aboveground Storage Tank Inspector, my primary responsibility is to ensure that
aboveground storage tanks are maintained in a safe and compliant condition. This involves
conducting thorough inspections, identifying any defects or potential hazards, and recommending
corrective actions to mitigate risks. Additionally, I must stay up-to-date on industry regulations and
best practices to ensure that tanks meet the necessary standards.

2. How do you become certified as an Aboveground
Storage Tank Inspector?
To become a certified Aboveground Storage Tank Inspector, individuals must pass the API
653 certification exam. This exam tests candidates on their knowledge of storage tank inspection,
repair, and maintenance practices. By obtaining this certification, inspectors demonstrate their
competence and commitment to upholding industry standards.

3. What are the key skills required for this role?
In addition to technical knowledge of storage tank operations and regulations, Aboveground
Storage Tank Inspectors must possess strong analytical and problem-solving skills.
Attention to detail is crucial in identifying potential defects or hazards, while effective
communication skills are essential for conveying inspection results and recommendations to
stakeholders. Additionally, a commitment to safety and compliance is paramount in this role.

4. What are the common challenges faced by
Aboveground Storage Tank Inspectors?
One of the main challenges faced by Aboveground Storage Tank Inspectors is the need to
balance thorough inspections with efficiency. Conducting inspections can be time-consuming,
especially for large facilities with multiple tanks. Prioritizing tasks and managing time effectively
are crucial for ensuring that inspections are completed in a timely manner without compromising
quality.

5. How do Aboveground Storage Tank Inspectors
contribute to environmental protection?
By ensuring that aboveground storage tanks are maintained in a safe and compliant condition,
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Aboveground Storage Tank Inspectors play a key role in preventing potential environmental
hazards. Inspections help to identify and address issues such as leaks, corrosion, and structural
weaknesses that could lead to contamination of soil, water, or air. By proactively addressing
these risks, inspectors help to protect the environment and surrounding communities.

6. What are the career opportunities for Aboveground
Storage Tank Inspectors?
The demand for skilled Aboveground Storage Tank Inspectors is expected to grow as the
need for safe and compliant storage tank operations continues to increase. Inspectors may work
for regulatory agencies, consulting firms, or industrial facilities in a variety of sectors, including oil
and gas, chemicals, and manufacturing. With the right combination of experience, certification,
and ongoing training, Aboveground Storage Tank Inspectors can advance their careers and
make a valuable contribution to the industry.


