
Introduction:
As someone who is currently going through the process of becoming a certified teacher in
California, one of the hurdles I have recently faced is the California Teaching Performance
Assessment (CalTPA) exam. This exam is designed to assess a teacher candidate's ability to
plan, instruct, and assess student learning in a real classroom setting. In this article, I will discuss
my experience with the CalTPA exam and answer some common questions that others might
have about it.

1. What is the California Teaching Performance
Assessment (CalTPA) exam?
The California Teaching Performance Assessment (CalTPA) exam is a performance-based
assessment that teacher candidates in California must complete in order to become certified
educators. It consists of multiple tasks that assess a candidate's ability to effectively plan,
instruct, and assess student learning in a classroom setting.

2. How does the CalTPA exam work?
The CalTPA exam is divided into four tasks, each focusing on a different aspect of teaching. Task
1 requires candidates to plan and provide instruction for a lesson, Task 2 involves assessing
student learning, Task 3 focuses on analyzing teaching practice, and Task 4 requires candidates
to reflect on their teaching and student learning outcomes.

3. What are the challenges of the CalTPA exam?
One of the main challenges of the CalTPA exam is the time and effort required to complete the
tasks. As a teacher candidate, I found myself spending hours planning lessons, analyzing student
work, and reflecting on my teaching practice. Additionally, the pressure of being evaluated on my
teaching abilities added to the stress of the exam.

4. How can I prepare for the CalTPA exam?
To prepare for the CalTPA exam, it is important to familiarize yourself with the rubrics and
guidelines provided by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CCTC). Additionally,
seeking feedback from mentors, peers, and professors can help improve your teaching practice
and prepare you for the exam.

5. What are the benefits of the CalTPA exam?
Despite the challenges, the CalTPA exam has several benefits for teacher candidates. It provides
an opportunity to demonstrate your teaching abilities in a real classroom setting, receive feedback
on your practice, and ultimately become a more effective educator.

6. How has the CalTPA exam impacted my teaching
journey?
Taking the CalTPA exam has been a challenging but rewarding experience for me. It has pushed
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me to reflect on my teaching practice, improve my instructional strategies, and ultimately become
a more confident and effective teacher. Through the feedback and support I received during the
exam, I have grown as an educator and am better prepared to positively impact the lives of my
future students.


