As a Certified Coding Associate, | often get questions
from aspiring medical coders who are interested in
becoming certified themselves. One of the most
common questions | receive is about the process of
preparing for the exam. In this article, | will address
some of the key questions about the Certified Coding
Associate exam and provide insights based on my
own experience.

1. What is the Certified Coding Associate exam?

The Certified Coding Associate exam, also known as the CCA exam, is a certification exam for
medical coders administered by the American Health Information Management Association
(AHIMA). 1t tests your knowledge and skills in coding medical records for reimbursement and
data analysis.

2. What are the requirements to take the CCA exam?

To be eligible to take the CCA exam, you must have a high school diploma or equivalent and have
completed a coding training program or have at least six months of coding experience. It is also
recommended that you have knowledge of anatomy, physiology, and medical terminology.

3. How should | prepare for the CCA exam?

There are several ways to prepare for the CCA exam, including self-study using study guides and
practice exams, attending a coding training program, or taking an exam prep course. It is
important to review the exam content outline provided by AHIMA and focus your study on the
specific topics covered in the exam.

4. What is the format of the CCA exam?

The CCA exam is a multiple-choice exam consisting of 100 questions that you must complete in
two hours. The exam covers topics such as /CD-10-CM diagnosis coding, CPT procedure
coding, and HCPCS Level Il coding. It is important to pace yourself during the exam and carefully
read each question before selecting your answer.

5. What happens after | pass the CCA exam?

After passing the CCA exam, you will receive your certification as a Certified Coding Associate
from AHIMA. This certification demonstrates your proficiency in medical coding and can open up
opportunities for career advancement in the healthcare industry. It is important to maintain your
certification by completing continuing education requirements to stay current in the field.

In conclusion, preparing for the Certified Coding Associate exam requires dedication, focus,
and a solid understanding of medical coding principles. By following a structured study plan and
utilizing resources available to you, you can increase your chances of passing the exam and
obtaining your CCA certification. Good luck on your journey to becoming a Cerfified Coding
Associate!
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